
Sunday of the Passion
March 28, 2021  X    5:00 PM

Enter quietly in prayer as we prepare our hearts for worship.

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS

The people stand. The Celebrant says

   Blessed is the King who comes in the
                          name of the Lord. 
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our 
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contem-

plation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life 
and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE READING Mark 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 

disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away 
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they 
were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What 
are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus 
had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought 
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who 
went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed 
is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into 
the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, 
as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

The Celebrant then says the following blessing

  The Lord be with you. 
People                And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People                It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by 
which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who 

spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. 
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that 
we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives 
and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever. Amen.

The Celebrant and People together say

     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People     Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Celebrant says

       The Lord be with you.
People       And also with you.
Celebrant    Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for 
the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death 
upon the cross, giving us the example of his great hu-
mility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of 
his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people are seated. 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
ACCORDING TO MARK 15:1-47

The customary responses before and after the Gospel are 
omitted. The congregation may be seated for the first part 
of the Passion. The congregation is invited to say together 
the words marked in bold. At the verse which mentions the 

arrival at The Skull, all stand. 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a 
consultation with the elders and scribes and the 

whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and 
handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 
Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pi-
late asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how 
many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made 
no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the 
festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone 
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for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was 
in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to 
ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then 
he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you 
the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, 
“Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call 
the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “ !” 
Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then 
the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that 
is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together 
the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on 
him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt 
down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped 
him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him out to crucify him. They compelled a 
passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry 
his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander 
and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means the place of a skull) [PLEASE 
STAND]. And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; 
but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided 
his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each 
should take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they 
crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him 
read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified 
two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in 
three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, 
were also mocking him among themselves and saying, 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, 
the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that 
we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with 
him also taunted him. When it was noon, darkness came 
over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And 
someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus 
gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way 
he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!” There were also women looking on from a distance; 
among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the moth-
er of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in 
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come 
up with him to Jerusalem. When evening had come, and 
since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member 
of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly 
for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were al-
ready dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him 

whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned 
from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body 
to Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking 
down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in 
a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled 
a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People            Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON 
The Reverend Rebecca DeBow

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERTORY ANTHEM

THE APOSTLES' CREED  BCP 96
Officiant and People together, all standing I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS   BCP 97
The People stand

Officiant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

MORNING COLLECTS  BCP 98

We pray this day for all those in any need of you, for any 
who are alone or sick or sad. We pray for those living in 
fear, or frustration. We pray for healing and peace. We pray 
for those on our published prayer list, especially Maria 



Campbell, Francis Hagan, Libba Hardwick, 
Brook Morris, Ruth Pearson, Robert Tate, 
and Fred Tyson. We pray for those who have 
died, especially The Rev. Joy O. Phipps and 
Monette McIntosh Turnham. 

SERMON NOTES
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night 
before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that 
we may receive it thankfully in remembrance 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in theses holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gifts of God for the people of God
Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to 
us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we 
pray, give us such an awareness of your mer-
cies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves 
to your service,and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.

THE BLESSING

THE DISMISSAL   BCP 102

Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please feel free to share your joys or concerns with a 
member of the Prayer Team. If you have a prayer re-
quest please contact Sandy Porter at 205-802-6207 or 
sporter@saint-lukes.com. Copies of the prayer list are 
on the table in the Communication Stations and in the 
weekly church emails. 

Clergy and Staff: Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda Curry, 
Bishop of Alabama; The Rev. Richmond R. Webster, 
Rector; The Rev. Rebecca DeBow, Associate Rector; 
The Rev. David Hall, Associate Rector; The Rev. Dr. 
Maurice L. Goldsmith, Priest Affiliate; The Rev. Dr.  
Mark LaGory, Deacon; The Rev. Katy Smith, Deacon 
; Mr. Shaun Pezant, Artist in Residence; Dr. Philip 
Copeland, Choral Director; Mr. Jamie McLemore, 
Organist.

Vestry: Class of 2021- Rebecca Eubanks- SLDS; 
Trippe Gray- Facility Management, Norman Jet-
mundsen- Sr. Warden,  Norman Tynes- Adult 
Education, and Stewardship;  Scarlett Simmons- 
Jr. Warden and Youth Ministry. Class of 2022 – 
Reed Avant- Children and Family Ministry; Ann 
Johnson- Founders Place, MACE, and Outreach;  
Bill Pitts- Finance; Krislin Smith- Pastoral Care 
and Communications; Wayne Trucks- Jr. War-
den, Worship and Facility Management; Ally-
son Mouron. Class of 2023 -  David Kimberlin, 
Allyson Mouron, Susan Silverstein, Beth Wilder, 
Turner Williams.  Rich Webster- Rector. Appoint-
ed Members**- William Nicrosi- Treasurer, Kev-
in Collins, Clerk, Molly Sheffield Davis- Junior 
Vestryperson. Vestry Meetings will be held the 
last Monday of each month from 6:00-7:00pm. 
Vestry meetings are open to the members of Saint 
Luke's unless in Executive Session. 

    Sermon Notes 




