3736 Montrose Road
Birmingham, Alabama 35213

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Please enter quietly as we prepare our hearts for worship.
Welcome! The congregation’s responses are in bold. Children of every age are welcome. Please
see an usher for assistance.

OPENING SENTENCES
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CONFESSION of SIN			
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.

THE INVITATORY and PSALTER
All stand

got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch,
a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated
in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and
join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in
and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture
that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led
to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch
asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone
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Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER
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Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *

The people are seated.
THE FIRST LESSON

Acts 8:26-40

n angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go
A
toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he

SERMON NOTES

else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good
news about Jesus. As they were going along the
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me
from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot
to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch,
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing
through the region, he proclaimed the good news
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND LESSON

THE PRAYERS			
Officiant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Let us pray.
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Officiant and People
John 15:1-8

esus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and
Jbranch
my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that

bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
THE SERMON

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
O
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.
V.
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Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Reverend David Hall
MORNING COLLECTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERTORY ANTHEM
THE APOSTLES' CREED 		
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Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.

BCP 98

We pray this day for all those in any need of you, for
any who are alone or sick or sad. We pray for those
living in fear, or frustration. We pray for healing and
peace. We pray for those on our published prayer
list, especially Ran Evans, Francis Hagan, Rudy
Scott, Nancy Thompson, Fifi Twitty, and Fred Tyson.
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night
before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ
our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a
pledge of eternal life; and who lives and reigns for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Gifts of God for the people of God
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People

lmighty God, Father of all mercies, we your
A
unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us

and to all whom you have made. We bless you for
our creation, preservation, and all the blessings
of this life; but above all for your immeasurable
love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may
show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your
service,and by walking before you in holiness and
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

SACRAMENTAL RETREAT PARTICIPANTS 2021
Henry Abbott
Till Baggett
Eliza Baker
William Clements
Palmer Davis
Rob Dean
Teddy Dionne
Samantha Dillashaw
Elizabeth Flurry
Czigan Flurry
Sam Hodnett
Caroline Liles

THE BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL

Appointed Members**- William Nicrosi- Treasurer, Kevin Collins, Clerk, Molly Sheffield Davis- Junior Vestryperson. Vestry Meetings are held the last Monday of each
month from 6:00-7:00pm. Vestry meetings are open to the
members of Saint Luke's unless in Executive Session.

Merrill McCloud
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Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Please feel free to share your joys or concerns with a member of the
Prayer Team. If you have a prayer request please contact Sandy
Porter at 205-802-6207 or sporter@saint-lukes.com. Copies of
the prayer list are on the table in the Communication Stations
and in the weekly church emails.
Clergy and Staff: Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda Curry, Bishop of
Alabama; The Rev. Richmond R. Webster, Rector; The Rev.
David Hall, Associate Rector; The Rev. Corey Jones, Priest
Affiliate; The Rev. Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Priest Affiliate;
The Rev. Stephen McWhorter, Priest Affiliate; The Rev. Dr.
Mark LaGory, Deacon; The Rev. Katy Smith, Deacon ; Mr.
Shaun Pezant, Artist in Residence; Dr. Philip Copeland,
Choral Director; Mr. Jamie McLemore, Organist.
Vestry: Class of 2021- Rebecca Eubanks- SLDS; Trippe
Gray- Facility Management, Norman Jetmundsen- Sr.
Warden, Norman Tynes- Adult Education, and Stewardship; Scarlett Simmons- Jr. Warden and Youth Ministry.
Class of 2022 – Reed Avant- Children and Family Ministry; Ann Johnson- Founders Place, MACE, and Outreach;
Bill Pitts- Finance; Krislin Smith- Pastoral Care and Communications; Wayne Trucks- Jr. Warden, Worship and
Facility Management; Class of 2023 - David Kimberlin,
Allyson Mouron, Susan Silverstein, Beth Wilder, Turner
Williams. Rich Webster- Rector.

Hudson Mouron
Thomas Mouron
Hugh Neighbors
Forest Petrey
Catherine Pounds
Kate Powell
Sam Pritchett
Jack Rogers
Charlie Screws
Ann Singley
Mary Mac Singley
Paterson Smith
Walker Summers
Liam Wise

