
THE GREAT PROCESSION 

PRELUDE  
The Only Son From Heaven                                       J.S. Bach

INTROIT                       Wait for the Lord                         Berthier
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord:  be strong, take heart!

HYMN            Savior of the Nations, Come!          Hymnal  54

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE
                              The Williamson Family

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.          
People:    And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily mag-
nify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Congregation Sings
O come, our Dayspring from on high
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadow put to flight.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel; shall come to thee O Israel. 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:      And also with you.
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 

sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated. 
Children 3K – 3rd Grade are invited to follow the Crucifer to Sunday School.

THE FIRST LESSON                                      Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 

abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 
of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of 
our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like 
a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 
the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 
become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 
Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 
God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come 
up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM  

E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                        Paul Manz

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,
Who was, and is, and is to come; sing Holy, Holy Lord!

The Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2022   

11:00 am    X Rite II 
Please enter quietly as we prepare our hearts for worship.

Welcome! Our service begins in the BCP on page 355. The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 
are found in the pew racks. The congregation’s responses are in bold. Children of every age are welcome in all 
services. A nursery is available for children ages 4K years and younger. Hearing aids are available. See an usher 
for assistance.



Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon.
E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come and night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!

THE HOLY GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

                   Matthew 3:1-12      

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was 
doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 

him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes 
no offense at me.”As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 
are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those 
born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.”
The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

ANTHEM                               

People Look East                                          Eugene Butler
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today: love, the guest, is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course 
the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today: love, the rose, is on the way.
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: love, the star, is on the way.
Angels, announce to man and beast him who cometh from the east,
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: love, the Lord, is on the way.

THE SERMON    The Reverend Richmond R. Webster

THE NICENE CREED    All stand. BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Vir-
gin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified  under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor
dance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name 
may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for 
Glenda and Brian, our Bishops; the clergy and staff 
of our parish; and Jane our Seminarian. 
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, 
in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good. We pray for  
Joseph our President and Kay our Governor. 

Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own 
creation,that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and 
grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as he loves us. We give thanks for the birth 
of Farris Elizabeth Smalley. 
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Tina 
Darnall, Margaret Newton, David Stephenson, and 
Tommy Tyson. 
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that 

SERMON NOTES



your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we 
may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Silence

CONFESSION                                                         BCP 360
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People    And also with you.     

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OFFERTORY HYMN
He Comes to Us As One Unknown                    Jane Marshall                     
He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, 
as of old, by the lakeside,
He came to those men who knew Him not. 
He speaks to us the same words: 
"Follow thou me!" and sets us to the tasks which 
He has to fulfill for our time.
He commands. And to those who obey Him, 
whether they be wise or simple, 
He will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, 
the sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship, 
and, as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn 
in their own experience Who He is.
 
PRESENTATION ACCLAMATION     All stand to sing

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
 Celebrant     The Lord be with you.
People          And also with you.       

Celebrant     Lift up your hearts.
People         We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People           It is right to give him thanks and praise.

SANCTUS et BENEDICTUS              Proulx               S125 

The Celebrant continues

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory. 

And now, as our Savior  Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the Consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM         Be Known to Us      Frank Boles

Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.
The bread which we break, alleluia.
Is the communion of the body of Christ.

COMMUNION MUSIC
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night                  

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Officiant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 

HYMN        Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus         HYMNAL 66

THE DISMISSAL      BCP 366
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   
On This Day, Earth Shall Ring                             Robert Powell



If you have a prayer request , you may contact clergy at clergy@saint-lukes.
com or Sandy Porter 205-802-6207 or sporter@saint-lukes.com. Copies of 
the prayer list are on the table in the Communication Stations and in the 
weekly church emails. 

Clergy and Staff: The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda Curry, Bishop of Ala-
bama; The Rt. Rev. Brian N. Prior, Assisting Bishop; The Rev. Rich-
mond R. Webster, Rector; The Rev. William R. Boyles, Associate Rec-
tor; The Rev. David Hall, Associate Rector; The Rev. Corey Jones, 
Associate Rector; The Rev. Rebecca Debow, Priest Affiliate; The Rev. 
Dr. Maurice L. Goldsmith, Priest Affiliate; The Rev. Dr. Stephen 
McWhorter, Priest Affiliate; The Rev. Dr. Mark LaGory, Deacon; The 
Rev. Katy Smith, Deacon; Dr. Jordan Rippy, Associate Pastor; Mr. 
Shaun Pezant, Artist in Residence; Dr. Philip Copeland, Choral Di-
rector; Mr. Jamie McLemore, Organist.
The Vestry 
Vestry meetings are held the last Monday of each month 
from 6:00-7:00pm. Vestry meetings are open to members 
of Saint Luke's unless in Executive Session. 
Rector- The Rev. Richmond R. Webster
Class of 2022
Reed Avant - Children & Family Ministry
Ann Johnson - Outreach, MACE, & Founders Place
Bill Pitts - Jr. Warden, Finance
Krislin Smith - Pastoral Care & Communication
Wayne Trucks - Sr. Warden, Worship & Facility Management
Class of 2023
David Kimberlin - COVID-19
Allyson Mouron - Jr. Warden, Worship & Events
Susan Silverstein - New Members & Adult Education
Beth Wilder - Outreach & Communication
Turner Williams - Finance & SOAR
Class of 2024
Kevin Collins- SLDS and Founders Place
Sara Ford- Finance
Gerald Gillespy-Worship and Facility Management
Anna Manasco- Youth
George Wilbanks- Finance
Appointed Members
Derick Belden - Clerk
William Nicrosi - Treasurer
John Rutherford- Jr. Vestryperson

Give via Text (205) 576-4100
Text the amount you would like to give to (205) 576-4100.

Announcements
Stewardship Update As of December 6, 2022:  
Number of Pledges – 415; 
2023 Pledges received - $3,146,678 
We have reached 82% of our 2023 Goal of $3.8 million. 

This morning at 10 o'clock , we will pack Bags of Kindness for 
children of Norwood Elementary during the 10 o'clock hour. 
Many children in this community rely on school meals as a 
main source of food. These bags provide shelf stable foods and 
snacks as children are away on Christmas break. All ages are 
invited to participate, this is a kid friendly activity! Packing will 
take place in Graham Hall. No registration required.  

Also this morning, upstairs in the Founders Room, shop for 
gifts at the Saint Luke's Christmas Market! Several items will 
be available for purchase including Christmas ornaments, cross 
necklaces, books, and more. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Adult Sunday school & Fellowship groups have concluded 
for the semester. Classes will resume in January. Children will 
continue meeting during the New Creation hour for pageant 
practice until December 18.

Join us for Searchers on Monday, December 12 at 11 a.m. for 
a delicious lunch, fellowship, and a holiday music program 
by Shaun Pezant and The 5 O’clock Choir.  Newcomers are 
always welcome, so invite a friend!  Cost of lunch is $10 (but 
it is always “on us” for first time attendees).  To register, email 
Rhett Thagard twtjr@bellsouth.net or call 205.902.5700. Meeting 
will take place in Graham Hall.

News from Saint Luke's Kitchen! Shop frozen casseroles and 
other supper items in our new freezer located in the Maloof 
Entrance near the Day School double doors. The freezer is 
first-come-firstserve and will operate by the Honor System. 
Payment is by QR code, cash or check. Items are $10 each. We 
will continue to update you as we "live into" this new system. 
Check social media for updates! Questions? Contact kitchen@
saint-lukes.com.

Your annual pledge allows us to properly plan for the upcom-
ing year, making it one of the most important things you can 
do for our church. Pledge online at any time. Our finance office 
is always available and willing to answer any questions or pro-
vide help in making your pledge online or in person.

The deadline to turn in gifts of Christmas Eve flowers is to-
day, Sunday, December 11. The gift of Christmas Eve flowers 
in honor of our loved ones is a long standing tradition of Saint 
Luke's. The Nave will be filled with poinsettias on Christmas 
Eve given in memory or in thanksgiving for loved ones of the 
Parish. Names of your gifts will be included in the Christmas 
Memorials Bulletin. Please complete the form found in the 
Communication Stations throughout the church or to pay by 
check make your check payable to Saint Luke’s Church. 

Holiday cards benefitting Founders Place are for sale! Cards 
feature original artwork by members of the Founders Place com-
munity. Available for purchase in Claypool Commons.

Celebrate Christmas Eve at the following times: 2 p.m. Fam-
ily Eucharist; 5:00 p.m. Family Eucharist with Contemporary 
Choir and Musicians (prelude music begins at 4:30 p.m.); 7:00 
p.m. Festival Eucharist & Carols with brass; 9:00 p.m. Festival 
Eucharist & Carols with brass. We will worship with one ser-
vice at 10 a.m. on Christmas Day, December 25.


